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Leonardo Le San

Leonardo Le San was born in the mountainous town of Santa Rosa de Cabal, in the 
cool interior region of Colombia in 1977.  Leo began keyboard, guitar, theory and voice 
studies at the age of eleven, and was also a very active soccer player in his 
hometown. Leonardo’s parents brought Leonardo and his brother Andres to the U.S. 
in 1991.  His father Rubiel was very supportive of his musical ambitions, yet emphatic 
that the boys work hard, learn English, and play sports while preparing for a career in 
music. Leo’s mother Luz Ofelia helped the two boys maintain their Spanish grammar, 
verbal skills and cultural heritage.  Andres adjusted quickly to the new culture and 
language, but Leonardo had a more difficult time and missed Colombia greatly.    

Later, when Leonardo had become more adapted to the U.S., he began studies at the 
Wilmington Music School, taking piano with Mrs. Ethel Olsen, voice with Mr. Elliot 
Jones, Composition Seminars with Artist David Brown, and Music Theory with Oboist 
Timothy Clinch and Cellist Ovideu Marinescu.  Leonardo then majored in Piano 
Performance at the University of Delaware, where he met his dear wife Caroline.  He 
studied piano with Professor Christine Delbeau and Advanced Composition with Dr. 
Jennifer Barker of Scotland.   

After graduating from the University of Delaware, Leonardo began to work with Dr.
Otey  (Otey’s study of Chopin, systems of Theory and Piano Technique), and 
recording piano works with talented producer Alexander Otey and the company Ionian 
Productions .  In 1998 Leonardo recorded a CD with the legendaryproducer Louis 
Garcia, which received air play in different FM and AM stations in the U.S., and a 
television broadcast for Channel 6 ABC.  Dr. Barker introduced Leonardo to the 
Grammy Award winner (2000) and Sony producer Andreas Mayer, whom Leo found 
very inspiring as he planned to continue recording and performing.  Leonardo then 
worked with some of Mr. Mayer’s pupils by recording works by Bach, Debussy and 
Prokofiev for the recording work-shops which Mr. Mayer taught.   

Leonardo has a wide range of performance experience, having given several recitals 
in the U.S and South America.  He has performed in important venues such as the 
Organization of the American States in Washington, D.C., and gave a piano 
performance at the Delaware Theater preceding the acclaimed violinist Regina Carter.  
He is also performed at different venues giving Piano Concerts in South America and 
the US for the 2006/2007 season.                  

Leonardo Le San enjoys reading the Bible and history books, learning languages, 
playing soccer with friends, and appreciates the world of sports. His free time is spent 
with his wife and fellow artist Caroline, a graduate student of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Leonardo’s second passion after the piano is composition.  He has 
written several works for strings, flute, piano, orchestra, and two works for a Jazz 
Ensemble.  He has devised a new structural form which he calls Noctazia, a 
combination of nocturne and fantasia.  

* Biography
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* Press Reviews

“I listened to this album and loved The Mephisto Waltz by Franz Liszt. 
Awesome!”

- Oleksandr Chugay, Concert Pianist, Julliard Graduate and Ukraine 2nd Prize 
Winner of the Vth Horowitz Competition.

“Leonardo's interpretation of all the works in the album ‘The Classic 
Romantic’ show great versatility yet honorable musicality.  The repertoire 
selected for this album works well as it is certainly full of variety.  Excellent 
playing by the pianist on this CD.”

- Luis Biava, Conductor in Resident Emeritus for the Philadelphia Orchestra

“Leonardo Le San has the instinct of a practical musician familiar with many 
kinds of musical expressions to understand intuitively how music actually 
works.”

- Peter Merio, Graduate of the Sibelius Conservatory in Finland

Other News References:
Art Museum News,  “Leonardo Le San”,  Fairmount Arts Crawl, Philadelphia,  April 2008

The Dragon’s Fire,  “Leonardo Le San:  A Musical Genius”,  Glasgow, Delaware,  2006

La Tarde,  “Concierto de Leonardo Le San”,  Pereira, Colombia.  28 September 2006

La Tarde,  “Leonardo Le San”, Pereira, Colombia.  20 September 2006

La Patria,  “Leonardo Le San”,  Manizales, Colombia,  2 October 2006. (Featured between 
megastar Shakira and The Black Theater of Prague)

La Tarde,  “Leonardo Le San, de Santa Rosa Para el Mundo”,  Pereira, Colombia.  24 Sept 2006
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The Classic Romantic
Beethoven, Scriabin, Prokofiev and Liszt piano works
- Released 2007 (http://cdbaby.com/cd/LeonardoLeSan)

Leonardo Le San’s recording of Franz Liszt's Mephisto Waltz was among the top 
five favorite Recordings on Apple Itunes in the Liszt/Mephisto Waltz Category in 
2008.

The Classic Romantic recording is ranked # 1 in the Category for Beethoven.   
www.cdbaby.com/top/300

Leonardo Le San was the chosen by the television company, Telecafe, (Colombia) 
to perform a live concert in honor of the network’s 15th Anniversary.  This 
performance aired on February 3, 2008, and has since been rebroadcast eight times 
through Telecafe and its satellite signal to North America, Europe, and other parts of 
the world

Telecafe, in connection with Jumptv.com, a global Digital broadcast company that 
has broadcast the Concert throughout the year 2008.

* Discography

* Basic Requirements

A concert Grand Piano is required in a setting conducive to a Classical Music recital

Performances include a variety of classical piano repertoire, such as works by  
Beethoven, Chopin, Mozart, Scriabin, Prokofiev, Schubert and others.




